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City of Demorest 
City Council Meeting 
Regular Session Minutes 
Demorest Municipal Building  

Tuesday, December 7, 2021, 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

ATTENDEES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The December 7, 2021, Demorest City Council meeting was held in the Demorest Municipal Building 

located at 125 Ivy Street.   

 

AGENDA ITEM I:  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Mayor Austin opened the meeting by leading in prayer and the pledge to the flag. 

 

AGENDA ITEM II:  CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Austin called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  

 
Councilman Allen spoke to make a presentation to Mayor Austin for his service to Demorest as Mayor.   
 
AGENDA ITEM III:  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mayor Austin asked if there were changes or additions to be made to the agenda. Mayor Austin asked 

that the agenda be amended to add RATIFICATION OF LEGAL COUNSEL FOR OPIOID LITIGATION.  A 

motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Councilman Allen and seconded by Councilman 

Welborn. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the agenda as amended adding RATIFICATION OF LEGAL COUNSEL 

FOR OPIOID LITIGATION was unanimously approved (4-0).  

 

AGENDA ITEM IV:  APPEARANCE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were none. 

 

AGENDA ITEM V:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Three sets of minutes were presented for approval:  October 19, 2021, October 26, 2021, and November 

2, 2021.  Mayor Austin asked if there were suggested changes to the minutes as presented.  Mayor 

Austin called for a motion to approve all minutes together.  Such a motion was made by Councilman 

Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Welborn. 

 

Shawn Allen, Councilman 
John Hendrix, Councilman 
Rick Austin, PhD, Mayor  
Jim Welborn, Councilman  

Nathan Davis, Councilman 
Kim Simonds, City Manager 
Thomas Mitchell, City Attorney 
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ACTION:  The motion to approve all three sets of minutes together was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

Mayor Austin then called for a motion to approve all minutes as presented.  Such a motion was made by 

Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Welborn. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve all three sets of minutes as presented was unanimously approved (4-

0). 

 

AGENDA ITEM VI: RATIFICATION OF LEGAL COUNSEL FOR OPIOID LITIGATION 

Attorney Mitchell told the group that Council needed to affirm that the Tate Law Group in Savannah, 

Georgia, is authorized as legal counsel for Demorest in the opioid litigation.  Mayor Austin called for 

such a motion and it was made by Councilman Allen and seconded by Councilman Hendrix 

 

ACTION:  The motion to affirm that the Tate Law Group in Savannah, Georgia, is authorized as legal 

counsel for Demorest in the opioid litigation was unanimously approved (4-0).   

 

AGENDA ITEM VII:  OPIOID RESOLUTION 

Attorney Mitchell said that one of the opioid class action suits has settled and local governments are 

required to approve a resolution authorizing the execution of the agreements.  Demorest will receive 

$31,000+ in the settlement.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to authorize execution of the agreement.  

Such a motion was made by Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Welborn. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to pass the opioid resolution as presented was unanimously approved (4-0). 

 

Councilman Davis was late and arrived at this point in the meeting. 

 

AGENDA ITEM VIII:  ALLEN ALLEY CLOSURE-REAFFIRMATION 

This request came from Demorest citizen, Betty Allen.  She says that per a note on a presented survey, 

an unopened alley was exchanged for land donated for Double Springs Road.  This was never 

memorialized, and Council was asked to ratify the “swap.”  A motion to affirm the land swap between 

Demorest and Betty Allen and family was made by Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by 

Councilman Allen. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to affirm the land swap between Betty Allen and family and the City of Demorest 

for the unopened alley located on her property was unanimously approved (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM IX:  INSURANCE LICENSING FEE ORDINANCE 

Ms. Simonds told the group that since the most recent census showed an increase in the population to 

slightly over 2,000 people, Demorest is entitled to raise the insurance licensing fee from $25.00 to 

$40.00.  Attorney Mitchell said that a Special Called Meeting would be required because this would 

involve the passage of an ordinance. This was a first reading of the ordinance. 
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AGENDA ITEM X: PROBATION SERVICES CONTRACT 

Chief Krockum came forward to ask Council to approve a contract for probation services with the city of 

Alto beginning January 1, 2022.  Mayor Austin called for a motion to approve the contract.  Such a 

motion was made by Councilman Hendrix and was seconded by Councilman Allen. 

 

ACTION:  The motion to approve the probation contract with the City of Alto was unanimously 

approved (4-0). 

  

AGENDA ITEM XI:  WATER & SEWER CONNECTION SYSTEM ORDINANCE 

Mr. Popham came forward to present the ordinance which was drafted by Fletcher Holliday.  Mr. 

Holliday came forward to talk about the content of the ordinance. The ordinance does not include water 

rates but only concerns tap fees for connection to the Demorest water and sewer system. The ordinance 

establishes values for a consumer connecting to the system and puts a process in place for the charges.  

This was considered a first reading of the ordinance.   

 

Mr. Popham stayed at the podium to address ITEM XIII:  STORMWATER ORDINANCE.  Mr. Holliday was 

also key in the formulation of this ordinance.  After a discussion of what this ordinance includes and 

considering the fact that the ordinance is over 200 pages, Council considered how the ordinance might 

be completely considered and digested.  Mr. Holliday said that some municipalities appoint a committee 

to do the work and bring back recommendations to Council.  This was considered the first reading of the 

ordinance. 

 

AGENDA ITEM XII: SIGN ORDINANCE AMENDMENT 

Attorney Mitchell presented a copy of the current sign ordinance with amendments made to delete 

references to a “billboard” sign and replace those references with “oversize.”  Changes were also made 

to the stanchion sign dimensions.  Discussion ensued concerning reducing the limits of the square 

footage of an oversize sign. Ultimately it was agreed that no sign should exceed 8 feet in height and that 

a wall or awning sign shall be the lesser of 50 square feet or 10% of the wall area.   A motion was made 

by Councilman Welborn and was seconded by Councilman Hendrix to pass the amendment with the 

changes as noted. 

 

ACTION:  The amendment to the sign ordinance was passed with the changes as noted in the 

attachment (4-0) 

 

AGENDA ITEM XIII: STORMWATER ORDINANCE 

This item was handled earlier in the meeting. 

 

Council then discussed the possibility of having a Special Called meeting.  It was concluded that it might 

be possible to hold a Special Called Meeting on Thursday, December 16, 2021. 

 

AGENDA ITEM XIV: CONSIDERATION OF MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (if needed) 
A motion was made by Councilman Davis and was seconded by Councilman Allen to adjourn and re-
convene in Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel issues. 
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This portion of Regular Session adjourned at 7:15 p.m.   
 
 
 
The meeting reconvened in Regular Session at 8:28 p.m.   
 
Upon reconvening into Regular Session, Mayor Austin announced a list of people who would receive 
raises.  This list included all Demorest fulltime employees (excluding Department Heads and City 
Manager) and was as follows: 
 
Brent McAllister  David Allen   Jason Shirley 
Gary Gragg  Jamie Lingerfelt   Eric Goss 
Nathan Shirley  Raymond Gordon  Payton Cagle 
Clinton Jones  Casey Chastain   James Minutello 
Ty Moss  Justin Hicks   Rhoda Seabolt 
Melody Easterwood  Megan Chastain  Amy Payne 
Miranda Kemp  Rachel Bryant   Mark Caudell 
Greg Ellingson  John Crawford 
 
AGENDA ITEM XV:  MOTION TO ADJOURN 
A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Welborn and the motion was seconded by Councilman 
Davis.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:32  p.m. 
 
 

_____________________________________ 

Mayor of Demorest 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ 

Demorest City Clerk 

 
    


